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LETTERS ON ELECTION, 
By Richard Wright of Glasgow, { Scotland.) 
(Continued from page 91.) 

LETTER IV. 

Dear Sir—Lest any observations I have made, 
or may in future make, upon the ideas maintained, 
and modes of reasoning adopted, by the opposers of 
the universal restoration in general, or that part of 
them who maintain Calvinian lection in particular, 
should by any reader be construed into personal 
disrepect, or want of Christian charity, I beg leave 
to observe, once for all, that it is not men, but what 
I think to be their errors, that I oppose; not from 
prejudice or enmity, but from real love, deeming 
theie mistakes prejudicial to their happiness, and 
an obstacle to their usefulness. I wish to inculcate 
the greatest liberality of sentiment, judging it con- 
sistent with the strictest adherence to what appears 
to us to be the truth, and long for the time when all 
serious professors of the gospel, laying aside the 
creeds of their particular parties, shall cordially 
unite ina free and impartial examination of the 
oracles of God, in esteeming each other, not for an 
issent to particular-dogmas ; but for their integrity, 
virtue, and benevolence: then, and not till then, 
will truth and righteousness universally triumph. 
Among the opposers of the universal restoration, 
and advocates for Calvinian election, there are 
many persons whose piety commands our respect 
ind love: as men of integrity and virtue, I esteem 
ind love them; but whatever respect we owe their 
persons, we certainly owe none to what, on the most 
nreful examinations, appears to be their errors. 

Calvinian election and reprobation, connected 
with the doctrine of the endless existence of sin and 
misery, appear to me to suppose two opposite prin- 
ciples to exist in the Deity, eternal love, and eternal 
hatred, operating in quite different ways, producing 
diametrically opposite effects, and leading to ends 
as contrary to each other, as heaven and hell, as an 
eternity of perfect felicity, and an eternity of inex- 
pressible sufferings. Inconceivably wide as these 
extremes are, if the rigid Calvinistic system be true, 
they are both to be traced back to that eternal mind, 
the infinite source of all existence, who, it is sup- 
posed, by his divine decrees, constitutions, and 
government, has arranged all causes, connected 
with them their effects, and guides all causes and 
effects to their ultimate ends, conducts those who 
we chosen to the highest bliss, those who are not 
chosen, to the lowest hell, there eternally to remain. 
I know not how such an hypothesis can be support- 
ed, without supposing two original principles in God, 





as Opposite to each other as the final ends, to which, 
by a combination of circumstances, they will ulti- 
mately bring the elect and non-elect. The system 
of the inoderate Calvinist does not much mend the 
matter, it brings us, on the whole, to the same point ; 
for, though the latter does not, in the same direct 
way, place all the steps which lead down to endless 
misery upon the basis of the Divine decrees, and 
chain them to the throne of God, as completely as 
he does all the steps by which the elect ascend to 
eternal felicity, still he supposes the eternal punish- 
ment of the wicked to take place, because God had 
not sufficient love to them to induce him to make 
provision for their salvation, and to employ those 
means for their recovery, which, had he employed, 
would have effected it; but, not loving them, he 
passed them by, and left them to their fate. The 
former would lead us to an active principle of hatred 
or wrath in Jehovah, which decrees and arranges all 
the circumstances leading to endless misery; the 
latter, to an indifference in God about the happi- 
ness of his creatures, which causes his passing them 
by, without providing deliverance for them; an 
apathy of mind, which so benumbs his infinite love 
that without the least emotion, he can see them sink 
into the deepest misery, and remain therein to all 
eternity, without taking a single step for their re- 
covery. Both the one and the other supposes that 
God will suffer sin and misery, which are so oppo- 
site to his holiness, love, and blessedness, to remain 
as long as he himself exists. 

When I think of God, in the light in which the 
Calvinistic system brings him before me, I cannot 
get rid of the heathen Janus, with his two faces, 
looking different ways: for that system represents 
the Most High as if he had two faces, one for the 
elect, another for the non-elect; the one, beaming 
with all the tenderness of paternal affection, glowing 
with complacential delight, covered with everlasting 
smiles, which nothing can ruffle; the other, full 
of austerity, flaming with wrath, covered with ever- 
lasting frowns, which nothing can ever smooth ; 
the one, diffusing happiness inexpressible and eter 
nal; the other, darting upon its unhappy objects 
nothing but indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, equally unutterable and endless. The two 
principles of the Manichees, acting separately and 
independent of each other, the one producing no-~ 
thing but good, the other nothing but evil; or evea 
the notion of a self-existent and omnipotent devil, 
as the ground of the eternal existence of sin and 
misery, would be tolerable and rational, in com- 
parison of ascribing to the one God, who is love, 
wha is invariably the same throughout all his 





vs 


GOSPEL HERALD. 











a ee 





works, ways, and dispensations, towards all his 


creatures, such opposite dispositions and conduct. 
It would be more easy to suppose the purest foun- 
tain should send forth sweet and bitter waters, than 
to suppose that the infinite fountain of love, the un- 
bounded ocean of blessedness, should send forth un- 
ceasing rivers of grace and pleasure upon some, and 
never-failing torrents of wrath and misery upon 
others: that it should swallow up in its amazing 
depths all the sins and sorrows of a part of the crea- 
tures it hath produced, that they might bask in su- 
preme felicity to endless ages; and at the same 
tine, preserve in existence the rest of its creatures, 
and keep alive in them all the sins they have ever 
committed, in order to overwhelm them with un- 
bounded floods of vengeanee, that they might 
plunge deeper and still deeper in misery, to all 
endless eternity. I confess my soul sickens at such 
horrid descriptions, and I am apprehensive many 
who have sickened at them, have turned for relief to 
mere deism, or, perhaps, even atheism; but I turn 
to the glorious displays which the £ternal hath 
graciously afforded us of himself, his designs, works, 
and ways, in the holy Scriptures, from which I learn, 
with inexpressible satistaction, that all the works and 
ways of God originated in love, and will termimate 
in the complete happiness of the whole creation. 

Perhaps no part of the sacred writings has been 
more frequently brought forward in support of that 
view of election, which I am attempting to explode, 
than Rom. chap. ix. in particular the case of Jacob 
and Esau, as there stated by the Apostle: I shall, 
therefore, enter upon the examination of that case, 
and endeavour to show, that instead of its affording 
any support to the Calvinistic system, it displays 
the sovereignty of God in those dispensations to- 
wards the descendants of Abram and Isaac ; which 
have for their object the carrying into effect his 
designs of universal benevolence. 

That Jacob was chosen by Jehovah to inherit 
peculiar favours, that his being elected was an act 
of the Divine sovereignty, and not the consequence 
of good or evil done by him, that Esau was not 
so chosen, that his not being so elected was also an 
act of the Divine sovereignty, and not the conse- 
quence of good or evil done by him, is I think, 
clear, from the Apostle’s words, Rom. ix. 11. For 
the children being not yet born neither haring done 
any good or evil, that the purpose of God according 
to election might stand, not of works but of him 
that calleth. But to what did this election and non- 
election relate? To the one’s being fixed upon as 
the exclusive object of Divine regard, to the pro- 
motion of whose happiness tie Most High would 
confine all his operations ; and to the other’s being 
absolutely deprived of a place in the affection of 
his Maker, who would never concern himself about 
his happiness, and that without the least considera- 
tion of good or evil done by either? All our feel- 
ings of justice and benevolence revolt at such ideas; 
the known righteousness, wisdom, and goodness of 
God, fogad our harbouring thoughts so dishonour- 
able to his name; and the general tenor of Scrip- 
ture proves, that no such thing can be intended. 


Does the above passage relate to the eternal state 
of Jacob and Esan? Does the Apostie mean that 
the endless happiness of the one, and the misery oj 
the other, was determined by God’s unconditionaj 
choice of the former, and rejection of the latter, 
before they were born? That God, by the non. 
election of Esau, left him to become a prey to evils 
which he saw would, after a few years of feverish 
existence, inevitably plunge him into inexpressible 
torments, there to remain to all eternity ? Who can 
reconcile such suppositions with the positive decla. 

ration of Scripture, Jehovah is good to all ; and his 
tender mercies are over all his works, Psalm cxly 

9. Tam bold to assert the Apostle could intend no 
such thing ; for if such had been his meaning, how 
could he have declared, that God will gather to- 
gether, or re-head, all things in Christ ; that he will 
reconcile all things to himself by Jesus Christ; 
that he will have all men to be saved, or restored, 
Eph. i. 10, Col. i. 20, 1 Tim. ii. 4? How can men, 
with such declarations before them, suppose the 
writer of them could ever intimate that God had 
passed by any of his creatures, and left them to 
sink deeper and deeper in misery, to all eternity! 
The truth is, Paul, in the words we are examining, 
says nothing about the eternal state of Jacob, Esau, 
or any one else, the quotation in Rom. ix. 12, It 
was said unto her the elder shall serve the younger, 
by which he explains his real design, at once proves 
it; and shows that his intention was to point out 
the different dispensations of God to the different 
branches of Isaac’s family; that Jehovah, of his 
sovereign good pleasure, chose Jacob and his pos- 
terity to have the superiority over Esau and his 
posterity, to enjoy all the privileges and advantages 
That the words 
quoted from Gen. xxv. 23, were not spoken of the 


of the covenant of peculiarity. 


two men, Jacob and Esau, but of the two nations 
which should proceed from them, is evident: And 
the Lord said unto her, Tivo nations are in thf 
womb, and two manner of people shall be separated 
from thy bowels: and the one people shall be strong 

er than the other people; and the elder shall serve 
the younger. Nor did Esau, in his own person, serve 
Jacob; but his nation, the Edomites, did serve the 
nation of Israel, 2 Sam. viii. 14. We cannot sup 

pose the Apostle would quote and apply a passage 
of Scripture contrary to its real design, which had 
been illustrated by its accomplishment, and of 
which accomplishment he could not be ignorant: 
it could not, therefore, be his intention to represent 
God as choosing some, to be the exclusive recipi- 
ents of his grace here, and of happiness hereafter, 
while, by kis own sovereign act, he cut the rest olf 
from ever participating in his grace and salvation. 
Jacob and his seed were chosen to be heirs of the 
peculiar inberitance, which Esau and his posterity 
were not; yet God gave the latter an inheritance, 
which the former were not suffered to disturb thei: 
quiet possession of, Deut. ii. 5; nor were they de- 
prived of happiness, either here or hereafter, by the 
election of Jacob and his seed ; but, on the contrary, 
their ultimate happiness was connected with thai 





election, as will be shown in the sequel. 
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We have another quotation by the Apostle, rela- 
tive to the subject before us, Rom. ix. 13, Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have Ihated. This passage 
has often been quoted and applied, as if it had been 
uttered at the same time, as the words quoted by 
Paul in the preceding verse were, as if both had 
been spoken to Rebekah, in order to prove that 
God hated Esau before he was born, and ire- 
spective of any evil done by him; but this must 
have arisen, either from inattention, or a design to 
pervert Scripture, in support of a favourite hypo- 
thesis. Any man, by examining his Bible, may 
discover that the one declaration was not made 
until many centuries after the other, that though 
God elected Jacob and his posterity, to be the pe- 
culiar seed, and to enjoy all the advantages of the 
peculiar covenant, and declared that the descend- 
ants of Esau should be an inferior nation to Israel, 
and serve them, before either were born; yet he 
never expressed any hatred to Esau and the Edow- 
ites, but in consequence of their wickedness. The 
one quotation is from Genesis, the other from 
Malachi ; the one was spoken by the Lord betore 
Jacob was born, the other after the return of the 
Jews from Babylon. Both nations, the Israelites 
and the Edomites, had sinned, the Lord had enter- 
ed into judgment with both, he had chastised the 
Jews, and afterwards restored them to their land, 
in pursuance of the promise made to their fathers, 
and because it was his determination through them 
to open a way for all his grace and truth to be man- 
ifested to his creatures. He had afforded them 
fresh manifestations of his love, and would con- 
tinue to bestow his peculiar favours upon them, not- 
withstanding all their sins: the land of Edom he 
had laid waste, and determined it should so remain, 
as a monument of his righteous severity against the 
children of Esau for their sins, and as a warning to 
other sinful nations. The manifestation of his dis- 
pleasure against sin in the desolation which came 
apon the land of Edom, is what I understand by his 
hatred of Esau; not any innate principle of hatred 
in God, who is love, either to him or his children. 
In this light the prophet stated the subject, Mal. i. 
1, 5, while placing before the Jews, who questioned 
the love of God to them, these different dispensa- 
tions to Israel and Edom, in order to show them 
how, in the greatness of his love, he had distin- 
guished them, by preserving them from such com- 
plete desolation as had come and would long 
remain upon the Edomites. When Israel came 
outof Egypt, the Lord would not suffer them to 
Jay waste any part of the land of Edom, all the 
prophets who spoke of its being laid waste, describe 
ut as the consequence of the people’s sins; and for 
what other cause was ever any land made desolate ? 
Therefore, the hatred of God, which aid it waste, 
was not the consequence of his love to Jacob ; but 
of the iniquity of the sons of Bsau. As God is love, 
and nothing can proceed from him but what pro- 
ceeds from love, I conclude, that his terrible judg- 
ments upon the posterity of Esau, expressed by the 
word hatred, were intended, as a branch of the great 


promote the designs of his love. Esau’s losing his 
birth-right, is not to be attributed to God’s election 
of Jacob, for he despised it, was a profane person, 
and for one morsel of meat sold his birth-right, 
Gen. xxv. 34, Heb. xii. 16. If God’s settling pecus 
liar blessings upon Jacob, be urged as an objection 
to his universal love, I reply, this did not prevent a 
blessing being prophetically pronounced upon Esau, 
Heb. xi. 20, and add, the Most High distributes his 
blessings in different portions, as is best calculated 
to promote the system of universal benevolence, 
and lead to the final end, universal happiness. If it 
be said that the Lord hath indignation against the 
people of Edom for ever, I answer, the phrase for 
ever, connected with the indignation of Jehovah 
against any people, cannot mean to all eternity, for 
he hath positively declared he will not be always 
wroth, Isa. vii. 16. That man has paid but litle 
attention to his Bible, who has not discovered that 
for ever, there, frequently intends a limited period : 
and the prophet Amos ix. 12, hath intimated that a 
time will come when the remnant of Edom shall be 
called by the name of Jehovah. The Israelites 
were strictly charged not to abhor the Edomites, 
were reminded that they were their brethren, and 
were told that their children should enter into the 
congregation of the Lord in their third generation, 
Duet. xxiii. 7, 8, therefore, the election of Jacob did 
not cut off the seed of Esau from having any share 
in the blessings of the former dispensation. The 
gospel, with all its advantages, is intended for the 
descendants of Esau, as well as the rest of man- 
kind ; and his whole race will be found in that con- 
gregation which shall include every creature: for 
if they be not there, how will every creature be 
there ? Rev. v.13. Jehovah declared to Jacob as 
he had gone to his fathers, In thee and in thy seed 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed, Gen. 
xxvii. 14. Therefore, all the families of Esau, as 
well as all other families, shall ultimately be blessed 
in the seed of Jacob. All the hatred God hath ever 
manifested against the seed of Esau for their sins, 
must be subordinate to his design of finally blessing 
them ; and all his dealings with Jacob and his seed, 
are so many links in the great chain, which begins 
with infinite love, and will end in the happiness of 
the whole creation. Thus we see, that the election 
of Jacob and all the peculiar blessings bestowed 
upon him and his race, were intended, and will 
ultimately promote, the happiness of all mankind. 
P.S. I shall have occasion, in a subsequent 
Letter, to take more particular notice of Rom. ix. 
I remain, 
Dear Sir, 
In Christian affection, sincerely yours. 
(To be continued.) 
—>-—- 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
UNIVERSALIST CONVENTION FOR 
1825, . 
The Convention met according to adjournment, 
at Hartland (Vt.) on the 19th of Sept. opened the 
session by prayer, organized the council, admitted 





system of his all-comprehending government, to 


the Universalist societies in Royalton (Vt.) Pier- 
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mont (N. H.) Richmond (N. H.) Randolph (Vt.) 
Saratoga Springs (N. ¥Y.) and Woodstock (Vt.) into 
the fellowship of the Convention, installed the Par- 
son Robert Bartlett over the church and society in 
*lartland, “ appointed a committee to deliberate on 
the expediency of forming a Charitable Society, 
for the purpose of raising a fund for the relief of 
widows and orphans of deceased brethren in the 
ministry, who may be left in indigent circum- 
stances,” consisting of Brs. H. Ballou, P. Dean, S. 
Streeter, D. Ballou, and R. Bartlett; appointed 
commnittees to visit the several Associations in fel- 
lowship with the Convention, heard five discourses, 
ordained Brs. Wm. Bell and M. B. Ballou, granted 
letters of fellowship to Brs. Orestes A. Brownson, 
James H. Bugbee, Zenas Thompson, Josiah Gil- 
man, and Ezekiel Vose, approved the doings of the 
Eastern Association in forming the “ Christian Visi- 
tant Society,” and concluded to hold the next ses- 
sion of the Convention in wets (Vt.) oa the 
third Wednesday and Thursday in Sept. 1826. 
After the ordination services were completed, the 
brethren in Hartland having made preparations for 
the celebration of the Lord’s supper, the symbolical 
elements were administered by Brs. Dean and 
Streeter, through the assistance of Deacons of dif- 
ferent churches, to about two hundred participants, 
in the presence of a large assembly of spectators. 
The number of Clergymen present was 24. Joy- 
ous intelligence was received from various quarters 
concerning the spread, influence, and victory of 
goodness and truth. Much harmony of feeling and 
unity of opinion prevailed through the session. 

The yearly address will be found below. 

GENERAL EPISTLE—1825. 

To the BRETHREN and FRIENDS “of like pre- 
cious faith,” whithersoever scattered abroad, to whom 
this brief address may come, the Ministers and 
Delegates, composing the General Convention of 
Universalists, for eighteen hundred and twenty-five, 
tender christian felicitation and benediction: 

You are earnestly invited, fellow-believers in the 
truth as it is in Jesus, to participate with us in the 
abundant joys of the late conventional meeting. 
The occasion may be humbly announced, as having 
been highly interesting and heavenly. The busi- 
ness of the Council, which is recorded in the pre- 
ceding Minutes, was conducted and finished in a 
perfectly harmonious manner. The services of the 
sanctuary were well attended by a numerous and at- 
tentive auditory. The divine presence was mani- 
festly in our midst, and the gfory of the Lord shone, 
from his works and his word, round about us. Our 
hearts were much encouraged by witnessing a more 
full representation of societies, by delegates and Jet- 
ters, than usual; and the accounts from various di- 
rections, were such as to augur well for the future 
prospects of our common cause. The accessions 
to the ministry, and to the number of societies al- 
ready in fellowship with this convention, afford a 
subject for pleasing consideration to all who rejoice 
at the dissemination of light and truth, and the in- 
crease of good order and practical piety. Were it 
necessary and becoming, we might indulge in 


strains of exultation and rejoicing. But we deem it 
improper ; since none could be essentially benefited 
by passionate transports and adventurous flights to 
the starry regions of anticipated triumph. Bestow. 
ing no more attention on the past, than what may 
be useful for mutual congratulation and encour. 
agement, let us “leave the things which are be. 
hind,” and, fixing our eye on the main odject of reli. 
gious pursuit, endeavour to be heartily united, “ ang 
go on to perfection.” The excitement to exertions 
is the same, in all intelligent beings, however vari- 
ous the means which are employed for the attain. 
ment of the desired object. Happiness, in some of 
its captivating forms, is the subject of anticipation 
The great question then, which should inelude ah 
minor considerations, and be continually presented 
in all its length and breadth, before the intellectual 
eye, is, What can be done by human means, aided 
by divine revelation, to improve the heart and melio- 
rate the spiritual condition of man? The doctrine 
which we have embraced, profeses to maintain, that 
God will render all men superlatively happy, “in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times ;” and if this 
be Heaven’s truth, and we imbibe it in its spirit- 
uality and power, it will reflect some rays of its 
meridian splendour, in our believing hearts ; if will 
render us measurably happy, and excite to new and 
more vigorous endeavours to impart the same divine 
blessing to those who still remain in darkness and 
unbelief. 

Beloved Brethren: if we honestly believe our re- 
ligion to be productive of more real felicity in the 
present world, than any other, should we not mani- 
fest a good degree of zeal and earnestness in propa- 
gating and extending it? Other things being equal, 
there is no apology for luake-warmness and indiffer- 
ence. He that is not for us, is against us. Inat- 
tention in professors to the sacred interests of our 
cause, carries the implication to beholders, either 
that our sentiments are unworthy of cultivation, or 
that the profession of them is mere emptiness and 
vanity. Let us then, be immediately excited to 
new and vigilant exertions for the promotion of the 
truth. Let ministers and people be heartily united, 
in forming, supporting, and continuing in operation, 
regular and well governed societies. Let the use- 
ful ordinances of the gospel be duly and statedly ob- 
served. Let the preachers of the cross, strive to 
produce serious and devotional meditations in their 
hearers ; to elevate the tone of moral feeling, and 
improve the religious sensibility of the heart; ex- 
horting, admonishing, and rebuking, with tearful 
earnestness, as occasions may require ; while the 
auditors should possess a teachable disposition and 
spirit, endeavouring to profit by all wholesome in- 
structions, “and to adorn the doctrine of God ou 
Saviour in all things.” Let all professors of the 
impartial faith in Christ, consider the mighty influ- 
ence of personal example, and “ be careful to de- 
part from all iniquity.” Let believing parents watch 
over the morals of their children, as with breathless 
solicitude, lest they fall into those habits in early 
life, which will not only prevent their usefulness, but 





terminate in wretchedness and disgrace ; and may 
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the rising generation receive and cherish in their 
hearts the pure principles of morality and religion, 
that when they may be called to occupy the stations 
of their venerated predecessors, they may emulate 
and excel their virtues, and leave a series of exam- 
ples, worthy of imitation, by unborn millions, who 
shall next sueceed them, on the theatre of life. And 
may kind Heaven in mercy grant, that “no root of 
bitterness may spring up among us,” as a christian 
denomination, that no unfriendliness may be mani- 
fested towards professors of other doctrines, that as 
our principles are better understood, less time may 
be devoted to argument, and increasing attention 
be paid to experimental and practical godliness, 
« till we all come in the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man; 
unto the measure of the stature, of the fulness of 
Christ.” 

The Grace, Mercy, and Peace of God, rest on all 
herein addressed, and on all his Israel, for ever. 
Amen and Amen. 

Per Order, R. STREETER. 
—p——- 
CHURCH DIGNITARIES. 

We have, in former numbers of this work, said 
something of the pride and extravagance of the 
prominent members of the Episcopal Church in 
this city. When the Bishop, with his titles, left 
New-York, and during his visit at Rome, we noticed 
the events. Now the Bishop is returned from his 
foreign tour. He has been received in high style, and 
conducted to his “new and elegant dwelling which 
has been prepared for him during his absence.” 

A priest of the denomination of this elegant Bish- 
op, has published, in this city, (recently,) a pam- 
phlet, which is stupidly offered the public as a com- 
plete refutation of the doctrine of the salvation of 
allmen. We have not read the book; but learn 
that the stale objection of “ the licentious tendency 
of Universalism,” is harped, as usual. If these 
good people would first pull the beam out of their 
own eye, we think they could see more clearly the 
mote in their brother’s eye. 

Religion! religion ! religion ! is the cry. These 
Universalists are irreligious. Their doctrine will, 
if tolerated and promulgated, sap the foundation of 
“our holy religion.” Well, gentlemen, so be it, 
and the sooner your “holy religion” is “turned 
topsy turvy,” and the religion of the meek and lowly 
Jesus substituted in its stead, the better. There is 
cause for alarm. Sound the tocsin—blow the trum- 
pet—ye lovers of cash and fat livings. Ye who 
prefer titles, diplomas, and elegant dwellings, and 
sigh for greetings in the markets, and love the up- 
permost seats, “ cry aloud, and spare not.” But, re- 
member, if you “show the people their transgres- 
sions,” and the multitude “their sins,” you must 
show them the transgression of fattening priests, 
and pampering their extravagance, while the widow, 
and the fatherless, the poor and needy are suffered 
to pine in miserable indigence and obscurity. You 
must show them the sin of Sodom. You must 
tell them that “pride, fulness of bread, and 


ters ;” and declare unto them, that they do “not 
strengthen the hands of the poor and needy.” (See 
Ezek. xvi. 48—50; Isa. Iviii. 1—7.) More than 
this. You must yourselves come in for a share of 
pride, idleness, fulness of bread, and neglect of the 
poor and needy. 

This is the beam in your eye. Pull it out. ‘Tis 
a mere mofe you are contending for. The trans- 
gression, the crying sin, lies at your own door. 
Your system of church discipline, including your 
cash appropriations, is a reproach to the christian 
name and character. You know, too well, that 
extravagance has marked your religious career; and 
that you have expended vast sums, from your over- 
grown coffers, to support your pride and ascendency 
as a sect, in defiance of the commands and solemn 
injunctions of Jesus Christ, without regard to, or 
solicitude for, “ the poor and needy !” You have had 
your reward. The proud, the idle, and the unmer- 
ciful, will approve and countenance that religion 
which tolerates by high handed example pride, idle- 
ness, and cruelty! It is in vain to shield yourselves 
with diplomas and titles. The panoply of truth and 
justice which covered the head of “ the man of sor- 
rows,” and his laborious and abstemious followers, 
is beyond your reach. Truth is sharp. The stone 
cut without hands from the mountain is ponderous, 
and will grind the head to powder when it falls 
upon it. 

Religion is a sacred name. We venerate its 
humble founder, whose example has gilded with 
imperishable glory the page of Holy Writ, and will 
burn the pretensions of false worshippers to ashes. 
Religion, What is it? It is to love the praise of 
God, and not the praise of man. It is to use the 
world, and not abuse it, for the fashion thereof is 
passing away. It is “to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, to keep one’s self unspot- 
ted from the world.” The contrary of this, call it 
Episcopacy, or whatever you may please, is licen- 
tiousness, irreligion, and is hateful in the eyes of a 
God of love. If Universalism tolerates, and pro- 
mulgates doctrines contrary to this pure religion 
before God, even the Father, convince us of it, and 
our hands shall be raised to away with it and exter- 
minate it from the earth. And whatever doctrine, 
by whatever name it shall be called, which contra- 
dicts, or subverts this pure religiom we will, with 
God’s assistance, strive to condemn, and destroy it 
from among the nations of the earth. 

Reader, if you think the above rather harsh, or 
something too plain and unvarnished, exercise a 
little more patience than ordinary, and proceed ; 
but do not view the following as an apology, only 
as a farther explanation of the writer’s sentiments. 

There are various religions in this world, even in 
Christendom ; and, however the professions of man- 
kind may assimilate in certain features, there is an 
astonishing diversity of opinion among people pro- 
fessing Christianity, and a belief in the same Divine 
revelation. But, reader, when the rules are reduced 
to practice, “then comes the rub.” The Calvinist, 
Hopkinsian, Arminian, and Universalist may all 
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his religion. Every sect, if permitted to decide, will 
give a verdict in their own favour; and pronounce 
a disqualifying sentence on their heretical neigh- 
bours. In this confused state of opinions on reli- 
gion, how shall the humble, sincere man of every 
religious sect determine for himself? Who shall be 
umpire? The Calvinist condemns the Hopkinsian 
and the Arminian. The Hopkinsian condemns the 
Arminian, and pretends to genuine and consistent 
Calvinism, accusing the professed Calvinist of ig- 
norance. The Arminian condemns both, and would 
prefer Universalism ; while the whole trio fall pell 
mell upon the poor Universalist, and will allow him 
no quarter. These facts, therefore, must convince 
the honest, candid man, that the mere pretensions 
of the whole religious world together, do not weigh 
a feather in settling the grand dispute between 
truth and error. There must be a criterion distinct 
from the creeds, professions, and pretensions of 
men. Shall that test be the pure unadulterated 
Scriptures of truth? If you answer in the affirma- 
tive, the judgment is ready, and the test infallible. 

What is religion? The Calvinist says, it is the 
creed of his Church. Every class of religionists 
comes forward with the saine pretension in favour 
of his particular sect. We must make our excep- 
tion here, however, the Universalist has no religion ; 
this has been decided by an almost unanimous vote 
of the religious world. The Universalist, then, is 
altogether out of the question, his pretensions not 
being worth a farthing. The residue of the reli- 
gious world have religion. What is religion? 

Ans. The religious man is a believer. Very 
well. What does the religious man believe? Why, 
if a Calvinist, he believes in Calvinism, and so on 
to the end of the chapter of denominations. Now, 
we are as far from the truth as at the onset; for re- 
ligion cannot be that many coloured monster which 
has kept the world in an uproar for centuries. The 
religious man prays. So did that generation of 
vipers, whom Christ stigmatized by exposing their 
true characters. Alas! for religious men, if they 
are to be judged by their own prayers. What are 
they? or, what is a religious man? Ans. A man 
who does those things he ought not to do; and 
leaves undone those things which itis his duty to 
do. Surely, a Universalist, however disqualified 
to come forward with his own pretensions, will be 
permitted to weigh the pretensions of others. We al- 
low the religious world to exercise and possess 
great pretensions to religion, as it 1s called, claim- 
ing the privilege of estimating their religion accord- 
ing to the evidence we obtain from their own con- 
fessions. 

The question is settled in a moment, by a refer- 
ence to the Scriptures. The man who visits the 
fatherless, the widow, or, in other words, strength- 
ens the hands of the poor and needy, and keeps 
himself unspotted from the world, is a religious 
man. His belief, whether it is in the salvation of 
the whole, or only a part of mankind, is another 
consideration. God only knows, for he alone can 
search the heart, aad try the reins of the children 
4{ men, who are truly religious, and who are hypo- 





crites. But, reader, a Universalist is not so great » 
fool as to disqualify him altogether from judging, 
and deciding too, that pampering proud, dignifieg 
clergymen, is not feeding the fatherless. Expenq. 
ing enormous sums in building fashionable ang 
stylish Churches, is not visiting the widow in hey 
affliction. And giving one’s money for the various 
popular schemes set on foot by titled men, is nor 
strengthening the hands of the poor and needy. We" 
will confess, that if strengthening the hands of the 
clergy, is religion, there are many who are religious 
men. 

Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world, went abou: 
doing good. We have no account of his conferring 
so much as one diploma on any of his followers 
He never authorized any of them to assume titles 
nor to court and receive the applause of men, and 
hunger and thirst after riches. 

We have already extended this article beyond 
what we contemplated, and will only request the 
reader to observe a very important distinction in 
future, relative to religion. There is the religion 
of Christ, which is pure and undefiled. There is, 
also, the religion of a later date, which may now be 
called the religion of priests. Christ’s religion had 
for its object the good of the poor and needy. The 
religion of priests, has for its objecé the good of 
priests. We confess, that we Universalists have 
no religion. We go farther, we do not want any 
We mean modern religion. For, lamentable as the 
truth may appear, it is a truth that modern priests 
will consign to an endless hell (of their own 
making,) the follower of Christ’s religion, anc 
promise salvation to the man who will pamper their 
pride, and administer to their extravagance, to the 
utter disregard of the poor and needy. We hope 
(especially and exclusively,) for these gentlemen's 
sakes, that their story about Hell is not true! 


—<j>—_ 
UNIVERSALISM IN DEATH. 

We insert the following obituary from the uni- 
VERSALIST, that our readers may see how faith in 
God’s unbounded love can support in the solemn 
hour of death, giving serenity to a heart, which a 
belief in the eternity of hell torments might have 


wrung with unutterable despair. When instances 
of tranquil, joyous, triumphant deaths are frequent 
among Universalists, and when the orthodox often 
leave the world in a most hopeless state, let them be 
cautious in condemning our belief as ing¢ufficient for 
the mortal hour, when such is not the fact, and 
when they confess the advantage of their faith to be 
entirely in prospect. If the religious views of th: 
evangelicals be superior to ours, either in theory or 
experience, let it be proved, and the point shall be 
yielded ;.but they need not fancy we shall be con- 
vinced by loud declamation, or a decrial of those 
opinions they cannot, or will not refute. Moreove: 
let it be remembered, if the opinion entertained at 
death concerning any system be unexceptionably 
correct, all theories are true, and all false. 
Rel. Ing. 

“ Died, in this town, on the 14th inst. Miss Ach 

sah Munson, daughter of Mr. Wm. Munson, age¢ 
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about 16. She suffered one of the most obstinate 

diseases that ever afflict our race. Truly might it 

be said, that the King of terrors approached with 

tardy but dreadful steps, in the most appalling and 

cruel form, with all his pangs and tortures, and 

mighty elements of wo. But while her lingering 

and protracted distress awakened the most exquisite 

feelings of commiseration in the public mind, she 

had one unfailing comfort, one divine solace that 
imparted resignation, patience, strength, and tri- 
umph to her victorious mind. Notwithstanding 
she was young, she had acquired some intellectual 
attainments, and had cherished she social and 
moral virtues. And in spite of the force of popu- 
lar opinion, she had searched the Revelation of 
Heaven, and established her faith and confidence in 
God as the benefactor and Saviour of all mankind. 
She would often speak of death with the most tran- 
quil composure, as her final happy deliverance from 
the sufferings of frail mortality. Months before her 
death she requested the writer of this article to de- 
liver her funeral discourse from Isaiah, liv. And 
although great pains were taken, by the ministers of 
the gospel of everlasting death, to convert her to 
their sentiments, she remained unshaken, and never 
for a moment doubted the veracity, justice, and 
mercy of her heavenly Father, which were all en- 
gaged in the restoration of the great kindred Fra- 
ternity of intelligences to holiness and happiness. 
I once asked her, on an evening when it was thought 
she would not survive the night, if she still believed 
in the final salvation of all men. She answered, “1 
do believe through the goodness of God, that all 
will be saved.” You know (said I) it is the opin- 
ion of many, that this doctrine will do to live by, 
but not to die by.” She answered, “I am not ac- 
countable for what others think or say, T am certain 
it will do fur me to die by.” Yes, it really did an- 
swer, it was to her a ground of hope, a fountain of 
living joy, a rich and bright theme of pious medita- 
tion, which conquered death, and shed upon the 
last rays of the vital lamp, the blissful triumph of 
immortality. 

“ Qur opposers say their doctrine is true, because 
they do not renounce it at death. How amply might 
we prove our doctrine in that same way ; but as we 
have much better proof “the law and the testimo- 
ay,” we will make no farther use of this, than to 
show from facts that the doctrine of all God’s holy 
Prophets, will even do to die by as well as to live by. 

“What think you reader? Do you believe there 
was in creation a man that trembled and groaned 
on his death bed, because he really feared that all 
mankind would be bappy in heaven? No, you must 
see it is because they fear that it will not be so, 
that they iremble and shake, and of course, it is not 
Universalism which ever brings despair upon the 
soul, but the want of it. L. C. TODD.” 


—p>— 
Prom the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
“A GENERAL IDEA OF PRIESTCRAFT.” 
Looking over an old library the other day, | came 
across a work, entitled “ The Independent Whig, or 


orbitant claims and encroachments of fanatical and 
disappointed Clergymen,”* originally published in 
London, and republished in Hartford, (Con.) in 
1816; the design of which is precisely what its title 
imports. On perusing it, I was forcibly struck with 
an article which it contained under the above head ; 
and, Messrs. Editors, finding some “ ideas” and 
facts very applicable to some men and things in our 
land of liberty, at the present time, I have subjoined 
the following abstract, with the hope that you will 
give ita place in your useful paper. The “high 
jacobite” priests and missionaries, in our country, 
encouraged by the success which has “ crowned 
their past labours,” and by the partial ascendency 
they have gamed over the credulity of the bigoted, 
superstitious, and ignorant, are getting quite too 
brazen-faced and dangerous. It is the duty of 
every lover of liberty, of every friend to our free 
institutions, and of every man, to put a shoulder to 
the wheel, to rid our land of such aspiring and in- 
triguing characters. , 

Speaking of the conduct of the Romish priests, 
&c. the author says, “ They maintain all their pre- 
tensions and power by doctrines which are calcu- 
lated to make the people either wonder or tremble ; 
and wien a man has lost his courage and his under- 
standing, you may easily cheat or terrify him into 
as tractable an animal as the creation affords. The 
doctrines of purgatory, and of the priest’s power to 
forgive or damn, are alone strong enough to frighten 
most folks into what liberality and submission the 
church thinks fit to demand of them; and we all 
know that she is not over modest upon such occa- 
sions.” ‘The same principles exactly, though some- 
times under different names or professions, prompt 
our modern Presbyterian clergymen and missiona- 
ries, in their endeavours to produce what they call 
“convictions.” The writer proceeds: “ Very many 
of our high jacobite clergy aim at dominion by the 
same wicked means, and hood-wink and alarm us 
all they can. They lead us out of the road of rea- 
son, and play their engines in the dark ; and all the 
illumination we can get from them is, that we are 
all in a mist. Without their guidance we go astray, 
and with it we go blind-fold. All their arguments 
are fetched from their own authority. Their as- 
sertions are no less than rules and laws to us; and 
where they lead we must follow, though into dark- 
ness and servitude. If we grow wilful, and break 
loose from our orthodox ignorance, we are pursued 
with hard names and curses. Doubting is infidelity, 
reason is atheism. What can we do in this case ? 
There is no medium between a blockhead and a 
schismatic: if we follow them blindly, we are the 
first ; the second if we leave them. We want faith 
if we will not take their word; we want eyes if 
we do. 

“They indeed give a sugar plum, and refer us to 

* The Editors of this work were as far removed from De- 
ism as perhaps any men in England; but while they had the 
most established belief in the truths of Christianity, they 
considered it to be their privilege and their duty to examine 


with freedom the claims and pretensions of the clergy ; and 
few men ever did it with more boldacss and effect. 
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the Bible for proof of all that they say. But, in 
truth, this privilege, if we examine it, will appear 
none at all; but, on the contrary, an arrant trick, 
and gross mockery. For when they have sent us 
to a text, will they allow us to construe it our own 
way ? No such matter. They have nailed a mean- 
ing to it, and will: permit it to bear no other. You 
may read, provided you read with their spectacles ; 
and examine their propositions freely, provided you 
take them every one for granted. You may exert 
your reason fully, but be sure let it be to no pur- 
pose; and use your understanding independently, 
under their absolute direction and control. I won- 
der how these men could ever have the front to ac- 
cuse the Church of Rome for locking up the Bible 
in an unknown tongue! The eternal war which 
they wage against reason, which they use just as 
they do scripture, is founded upon good policy ; but it 
is pleasant to observe their manner of attacking it. 
They reason against reason, use reason against the 
use of reason, and show, from very good reason that 
reason is good for nothing. When they think it on 
their own side, then they apply all its aids to con- 
vince or confound those, who dare to think without 
their concurrence ; therefore, in their controversies 
about religion, they frequently appeal to reason ; 
but we must not accept the appeal, for if our reason 
be not their reason, it is no reason. They use it, 
or the appearance of it, against all men; but no 
man must use it against them. As there is no such 
thing as arguing and persuading without the assist- 
ance of reason, it is a little absurd, if not ungrateful, 
in these gentlemen to decry it at the same time they 
are employing it; to turn the batteries of reason 
against reason, and make itself destroy itself. 

“ Neither ‘scripture, therefore, nor reason, by 
these rules signify any thing till the priests have ex- 
plained them, and made them signify something ; and 
the word of God is not the word of God, till they 
have declared its sense, and made it so. Thus 
by the time that scripture and reason have been 
modelled, and qualified, and cooked up by the high 
church jacobite clergy, they are neither scripture 
nor reason ; but a perfect French dish, or what the 
spiritual cooks please; an olio or hodge-podge of 
nonsense, jargon, and authority. 

“From all that has been said, the following con- 
clusions may be drawn. Sueh clergymen as I have 
been above describing, prove every thing by assert- 
ing it, and make any pretence, support any claim. 
They build systems upon pretended facts, and argae 
from propositions which are either highly improba- 
ble, or certainly false. When they cannot convince, 
they confound us ; when they cannot persuade they 
terrify. We have but two ways to try the truth of 
their doctrines, and the validity of their demands, 
namely, reason and revelation; and they deprive 
us of both, by making the one dark, the other dan- 
gerous. 

“What a contempt must this tribe have for man- 
kind!” 

And what a striking resemblance there is between 
the picture of the clergy here drawn, and the modern 
wlergy and missionaries in our own country. 





(> The following communication in verse, is 
from the pen of a lady, recently a member of 4 
Presbyterian Church in Pleasant Valley ; but now 
a firm believer in God’s impartial goodness. The 
sentiments avowed, and the sensations expressed ip 
this poetical effusion, will readily be recognized 
with a kindred spirit by numbers, who have passed 
the stormy sea of orthodoxy, and found rest to their 
souls in the haven of truth. Ep. 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


The following lines were composed while confined to 
sick bed last winter ; they were the effusions of a mind at 
peace. The first stanzas refer to the gloom my mind had 
endured, a considerable part of the time for several years: 
but for that very gloom, I have reason to adore a faithful 
Creator, and to say, with the psalmist, “ Before I was af- 
flicted I went astray, but now have I kept thy word,” 


Long o'er temptation’s boist'rous seas, 
My sad, my gloomy mind was toss’d ; 
A mind enfeebled by disease, 
Each earthly hope and prospect lost. 
Dark waves of unbelief oppress’d, 
Hoarse blasts of terror round me blew ; 
By night dread visions broke my rest, 
By day my bread like ashes grew. 


The heavens were vail’d in shades of wo, 
Red lightnings piere'd the stormy deep 
Did tears relieve my spirit? No! 
My brain was dry, I could not weep. 
My wo-worn mind refus'd relief, 
And o’er the fearful surges drove ; 
But boundless mercy saw my grief, 
And whisper'd, sweetly, God is love. 


Amazed I stood, the storm was hush’d,— 
Blest light broke in on ev'ry side ; 
The demons of despair were crush’d, 
And o'er smooth seas I seem'd to glide 
Before unbounded Love I knelt, 
No more in doubt and fear to rove, 
I felt my wearied spirit melt 
Into the ocean of that love. 


Dear Father, look with kind regard, 
Thy erring child forgive and own, 
Who view'd thee as a master hard, 
As reaping where thou hadst not sows 
Now let me sing restoring grace, 
The talent thou hast lent improve, 
Lead those that mourn to seck thy face, 
And learn with me that God is love. 


My soul enlarged, agd free indeed, 

in faith triumphing, looks abroad ; 
Beholds a world from bondage freed, 

And sin, and pain, and death destroy'd 
With joy extatic hails the Son, 

Who came the Father's grace to prove ; 
That all in him at length made one, 

Might join the chorus,—God is love 


I hope to spend my latest breath 
Adoring him that’s strong to save ; 
Exclaiming, Where's thy sting, O death ! 
And, Where's thy victory, vanquish’d grave 
Break forth, ye hills, in ceaseless songs, 
Let sweetest anthems fill each grove, 
And earth, with her unnumber’d tongues, 
Repeat the theme that God is love ! M. 
—_-—— 
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